Final
Minutes of the September 1, 2015 Meeting
of the
Board of Directors
of the
New York Cycle Club

Present were: Neile Weissman (President), Jerry Ross (VP Rides), Susan Sun
(Treasurer, attending by phone), Brian Van Nieuwenhoven (Editor), Israel Forst
(Webmaster), Gal Natel (Membership Director), David Beckley (A Rides Coordinator),
Jim Finder (B Rides Coordinator), Michael S Bernstein (C Rides Coordinator) and Peter
Storey (Secretary).
Neile called the meeting to order at or about 6:45 PM.
1.

Ride Coordinator Reports.

Jim reported that things were going well as regards B rides. In particular, the B rides for
the AllClass ride had been a success. David said he was trying to generate more A
rides, but that, in August, many likely leaders were busy or away. Michael reported that
some C rides were going on, but he did not expect to see much until October: basically,
we’re pretty much where we were last year.
Jim noted that in past year’s, many of our “event” rides, such as the Fall Foliage series
and the Connecticut Shoreline Ride, had been brought about by individuals taking the
initiative to organize them, rather than relying on the various Board members. He
wondered where that initiative had gone and how we could rekindle it. Discussion of this
point was scheduled for the October meeting
2.

Photo of the Week.

Brian noted that it was sometimes difficult to include a Photo of the Week from the
immediately preceding weekend if the EWeekly was to continue to appear on Monday.
He asked for the Board’s guidance on whether it was preferable to push the EWeekly
back to a Wednesday schedule or, alternatively, to use photos from the previous week
(for example, up to nine days old). The consensus favored the latter approach.
3.

Special Events Report.

Yvette reported that Special Events in the aggregate had so far been on budget for the
year. Small overruns on some events had been offset by small surpluses on others.
Yvette noted that the AllClass Ride went well, despite a largerthanexpected number of
noshows and a corresponding food surplus, which was donated to the 4th Street Men's
Shelter. She is working on the Holiday Party, which will likely be at the same venue as
last year.
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Jerry and Yvette are coordinating on the Fall CleanUp ride.
4.

Treasurer’s Report.

Susan circulated a yeartodate report, a copy of which was ordered filed with the
Minutes. The bottomline conclusion was that while revenue is below budget, expenses
are below budget by even more, with the result that net income is about $5,000 ahead of
budget for the yeartodate. Relative to this point in the year 2014, and excluding ENY,
revenue and expense were both down by $20,000 with the result that net income is
unchanged.
5.

SIG Coordinators Meeting.

Neile summarized the substance of his August 13th meeting with the three SIG
coordinators, the theme of which was “Everyone takes a Pull”. He pointed out that he
had conducted an NPS survey after the SIG, and that the SIG’s score was 60, which is
really quite good. The idea is to build on that yearonyear. This is important, because
successful SIGs drive membership, ride leader recruitment and the health of the Club
generally.
It was also agreed that more of our Spring Club meetings will be aimed at the SIGs and
the needs of participants. Anticipating those needs, the October meeting will focus on
cold weather riding and equipment for the early Spring.
There was also discussion of the best ways for coordinators, captains and individual SIG
leaders to market the SIG through social media and other means.
6.

Website Upgrade.

Israel circulated a proposal to upgrade the Club website, a copy of which was ordered
filed with the minutes. He stated, in essence, that the current site had evolved over time
with the assistance of several different developers and would be difficult to continue to
evolve in its present form. Moreover, this state of affairs requires a webmaster who is
familiar with “every nook and cranny” of the present site. He recommended that the
upgrade be done sooner rather than later and noted that the proposed price of $10,000
12,500 at $100 per hour is competitive.
On motion duly made and seconded, and after discussion, it was:
Resolved: that the proposal presented to the meeting to upgrade the Club’s
website is adopted, and the Webmaster is authorized and directed to proceed to
implement that proposal.
7.

Volunteer Coordinator.

Directors not present at the June meeting asked for further discussion of the Volunteer
Coordinator position approved at the June meeting, including a more detailed discussion
of the responsibilities and a revisiting of whether this position should be a Board
position or something else. After discussion, the decisions made at the June meeting
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were affirmed and Gal was asked to prepare a more detailed job description of the
position.
8.

Nominations.

All Directors present agreed to be renominated to serve on the 2016 Board.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
/s/ Peter K. Storey
Secretary
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